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mark^ble all his Life. About xjm t^qie ho 
Biiarried Mrs. M org a ^^ whp w^s a Pai 
ter of a genteel Family of M^nfion ici ^fd- 
bury^ T)evon ; and japt Mr. Q b a d i a H 
S £ p G w I c k'$ Daughter, whonji he fucce^d 
in Covent-Garden^ as Mr. Wood n^ill^jcfs ij:. 
She W9S a meek and pious Woman, ai^d thp 
of a weak and tender Con&itufion, out-liYcd 
the Do^pr twenty Years, who was nafti^ 
rally haile and ftrong. 



5. 3. HE had not been above thjec Year? 
in the Miniftry before he had his firft Set- 
tlement, which was at Stoke-Ne^uifingtm 
in Middle fex^ near Lqndon. He \j^^ pr^ 
iented to this Living by the honourable CoV 
Ibnel Pop HAM, v^ wbo^l he had a moft 
worthy and kind * Patron, vx^ wa? h^hly 
hopourpd and efteem^d l?y Mm and his 
^^ligious Lady. It was here he b^g^ god 
finilhed his excellent Expp£tioa of the £pi- 
(lie of James, on his Wei^k-diy ]^ei^^, 
which be carried on without ap j^ffij^i;, 
bgfides his constant preaching both Fartft of 
the Lord's day. This j^xppfitiqn h^ beea 
thought by good Jud||es to be one of the 
beft Models of expounding Spripicijre ; and 
to have joined, together with the gtegtelt 
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JU(%ttidht, tlic cfitiCal Explibtibn, and 
ph£k\ii\ piifeiVatibiis ujioh the feveral 
Partsf; Some time after, he went thro the 
J^piftfc ot Jude: This, tho excellent in 
fts kind, \s not fo ftHftly expofitory, but 
ritorcF in a Sfernion-\*^ay ; which he fays 
Warf more ih C6m{ifiari<:e vS^ith the Defires 
6i dtheris, thsin \Virh his own Judgment. 
Tl'hiS' was ahxidff finiiSed while he continued 
at' Newington\ arid Wa!s dedicated to the 
t.2tS^ Fop h am. 'Ti5 worth obfts-ving with 
\*hat re(pc(9: and lenfe of Obligation he 
jtteiats the Colonel and his Lady; and, (p 
Contrary to the modern modilh way of Ad- 
dfefi; with- \^hat Faithfulne& at the fanic 
tinfe he warns them of theiri Temptation^ 
abd Danger. I fhall only give the Rea- 
der a tafte of his Spirit attd Exprefllon in his 
youiiger Years: '' By this Inftriptioh, 'fays 
** he to the Coldnel; the Bbdk is becdme 
** riot only mine, but y^ours. You own 
?' the T^ruths tx) Whitji F have witneffedV 
*• «ld' it will be lad for otif acciouht in the 
^* Diy of the Edtdi if after' fiich folemn 
*• Profeffions, ybuand Ilhould be found in 
** a dirnal and untegeherate State. Make 
•* it?^yot|r Work to honour him, who has 
'* advanced ydii. The^ differencies of high 
^^ attd low, rich and poor, ate only calcu* 
t* latied' for the^ prefeht World, and cannot 
f* otlt-MVc Tiqi^^ The Grave^ takes aWay 
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the civil differences: Skulls wear no 
Wreaths and marks of Honour ; the 
Small and Great arg there, the Servant 
is free from his Mafter. So at the 
Day of Jiadgmenty 1 fav) the dead both 
great and finally ft and before the 
LORT>. None can be exempt from 
ftanding before the Bar of CHRIST. 

*• When the civil Difference ceaies, the 
moral takes place ; the diftin(3:ion then 
\^, good and bad, not great and lm.al|. 
Then you will fee that there is no Birth 
\\k^ that, to be born again of the Spirit ; 
no Tenure, like an Intereft in the Co- 
venant ; no Eftate, like the Inheritance 
of the Saints ; no Magiftracy, like that 
whereby we fit at CHRIST'S Righf 
Hand, judging Angels and Men. How 
will the Faces of great Men gather Black* 
neis^ who now flouriih in the Pomp and 
Splendor of an outward Eftate ; but then 

" ihall become the feorn of God, and of 
Saints and Angels ! and thefe holy Ones 
Aall pome forq) and lay, Lo this is the 
Man who made not God his Strength^ 
but trufted in the abundance of his 
Riches y, and ftrengthned himfelf in his 
Wickednefs. Wedtji and Power are of 
no ufi^ in that day, unlefs it be to ag<* 

ff gray ate and inacale the Judgment, Many 
^ho are now ^ defpicable ^d obfeure. 
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2)n Thomas Manlton. 13 

*' that they are loft in the tale aud count of 
•* the World, Ihall then be taken into the 
^* Arms of CHRIST; he will not be a- 
^' iham'd to confefs them before Men, and 
"^^ before his Father ; Father, this is one of 
*• mine. So alfo in Heaven there are none 
** poor; all the Veflels of Glory are iSlled 
c« — j£ |.jjgfg is any difference in d^ree; 

foundation of it is laid in Grace, 
^* not in Greatneis. Greatness Ij^th no- 
thing greater, than a Heart to be willing, 
and a Power to be able, to do good : 
V vThen 'tis a fair Refeqiblance of that Per-^ 
^* fedlion which is in God, who differs 
*' from Mai) in nothing (b much as in the 
*' Eternity of his Being, the Infinitends of 
*•• his Power, and the Unweariednels of his 
** Love and Goodpcfe. 'Tis a fond Ambi- 
** tion of Men to lever thefe things ; we all 
^' affed to be great, but not good ; and 
** wovild be as Gods, not in Holinels but in 
♦* Power. Nothing has coft the Creature 
*^ dearer; it tumedAngels into Devils, and 
*^ Adam out of Taradife.-^ — You will 
*^ bear with my Plainnefs and Freedom; 
** other Addreffes would neither be comely 
f ^ in me, nor pleafing to you. Our Work 
^-* % not to ilig^tter Greatneis, but in the 
*\ ^4pture Senie, not in the Humour of th^ 
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Iiv^ Uit EpifUe to L^y Po^ttAHf^ he 
tdls h« ; ** Ti9 a lovely Cdbjikiftioh Wheii 
6b6ctBids* and Gitatneis meet tbg^ffaer. 
PerfoBSof Efiate and Re^iecS hciy^iiibre 
''V Temptations andPfindraticej( tfcoi^dtlkfs : 
^ bttt greater Obligations td- <>\«rn GOD. 
The great Landbid of the World ekpdi^ 
Rent fto» every^ Cottage ; bttt a larger 
•' Revenue fiiora great Ho(&». Nd\^ mi- 
aWy it fittfeout ftr, th« tliey W ha holcf 
the greateft Farms^ pa/ the kafl? Rent. 
Never is GOE> more ncj^e<acij and^ dif- 
honodral tftad^ i^ great Mefhs HdilfesV 
and in the very fece of all his Boiinty. If 
Religion chafoce to get in eh^rl^, Vts Iboii 
worn ©nif ^in ;. jtho^ Viee^ j&veS l0*ig' iii 
•* Famrlies, ahdruns^in the Blood frori^FaV 
•* ther t(V Soif : -Tis a rare cafe to fee; 
•* fh-idnefe of Religion c«riedon ferthfefe' 
** or four Defeenej: Twas the MoiwSiir' of 
^^ A»RAH'AM'*a Moufe* That fkaWi Father' 
to Son, for ^ lone while, they- wer^' 
Heirs^ of the JkmeTrmife ; hat Where 
** is there focha Sueceffion ioe the- FSiftiilie^' 
*' of our Gentry^? '' The Gaufes df \SFhvcYi 
]be deduces tO' *• Plenty ill-governed* ** Which 
dilpofes po Vice, as a rank Soil is apt ttJ* breed* 
Weeds ; and tx)a' certain ** felfef oravei-y^ oF 
" Spirit,^!' which thinks StridfeefS iri^orious; 
and the Power* of Reli^en* a^ meSin thii^ ; 
and to ** the Mj^rriage of Children into 
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*• cvn«l families,*'' wherdii they confiiit ra- 
ther with tke Qise«cae& of their Houfes^ 
than the Continuance of Cbrifl's Irltereft in 
theiirl^fie and Poftcrity. " How cai^fiil are 
•^ fhfiy tfeac t^y ijuttch in their own Rank 
*« |g»jp J8|Qod vad Bftate ? flioidbd they not be 
'^ «$ care&l fi>i Rieligjkw aMb ? All this is 
i^^ep. Madam, to quickeo y ou to gtau> 
er C^e io JQW Bjshtiom ; tod tfaac yon 
'' may fettk a ftwdipgfot«Beft&f CHRIST, 
*^ fe hflp^HlIy alfeady h^ua, in yourHoofe 
apdFapaily. TJio your Cojirte of Life be 
m(H9 priYats and eanfiaU yet yotihaTer 
•* yow S^rviije. The; Seik)taie ifieaks of 
W^jlV?^ ^ocdiag npOQ their Husbands, 
iMming the Uiildiieii, em^ewaging Ser-* 
**^ YUntsiothe ways of Godtinefe, efpccially 
*^ pf thw 9wa Sex. 'Tis ikiA of E s vit er^ 

^''Mfi iikmiiff. T^tMsx^iaiB were cither 
JN^ (and tbea it &ews what Ser^aais^ 
iimild Ig^e («km iitta a oeaitt Attsndance, 
indbas iayovu of Rdigioa) ei el^ wijicii 
W^, nmre piob^^le^ ^ch^ as ihq had in^ 
*^ fttwM: W thfr finw^ Rdigicfflt ; fbF they 
*'* Wem ttipoMitQd: hei hj the Euans^ ancf 
«< Mi^ere^ otefqie ioflmiSiMl Iq the Comr 
failitt>Qg, €hap;ii. 9/ "Son chat Ad noti 
iittlsfy; fiui takes> themi to; iaftmd: xh&m^ 
is tae KecMiikdge of the cr^e GQB^; 
^'* aod^ 4: iaams^ i&hec .Atpatimi^nts had op« 

•' portunity 
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** pOFConity of religious Commerce with 
" them, in the Worihip of GOD." 

HE continued fcvcn Years at Newing- 
tm^ and poflefs'd the general Ref ped: of his 
Farilhioners, tho there were feveral Perlbns 
of different Sentiments from himfelf Being 
;enerally efteemed an excellent Preacher, 
le was often employed in that Work in Lm^ 
don on the Week Days : And other weighty 
Affairs Ibmetimes called for his Attendance 
there. The Cuftom of preaching to the 
Sons of the Clergy b^n in his Time ; 
Dr. Hall (afterwards Bifhop of Chefier^ 
and Son of the famous Bifhop Hall of 
Norwich) preach'd the firfl Sermon to them, 
as Mr. Ma NT ON did the fecond. The 
Sermon is printed at the end of the third 
Volume in FoliOy upon 5P/&/. cii. 28. He 
was feveral times, tho not fo often as fbme 
others, called to preach before the Parlia* 
ment, and received their Order, in courfe, 
for printing his Sermons ; tho, I think, 
he never publifh'd but two of them him* 
fel£ Some of them are printed amoi^ his 
Poflhumous Works. In all of them the 
Wifdom and Judgment of Dr. Manton» 
in the Suitablene^ of the Subjed to the 
Circumftances of the Times, and the pru- 
dent Mauagenotent of it to the beft Advan- 
tage, are very viTible ; Particularly after be 
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Dr. Thomas Manton. 17 

had given his Teftimony, among the Lon-^ 
dan Minifters, againft the Death of the 
King, he was appointed to preach befote 
the Parliament ; his Text was T>€ut. xxxiii* 
4> y» Moses commanded us a Law^ even 
the Inheritanee of the Congregation of J a-» 
cob ; and he was King in Jefhuron, when 
the Heads of theTeope^ and the Tribes of 
Ifiael were gatkered together^ When they 
were highly o^fencleci at this. Sermon, feme 
of his Friends adviied him to withdraw, for 
ibme in the Ho«le talk'd of (ending him. to 
the Tower ; but he never flinch'd, and theit 
Heat abated. 

J. 4, HI S Removal from iVJ^zcz/M/^ to 
Cavent-Gardeni y^zs occafion'd by the great 
Age of Mr. Obadiah Sedgwick, who 
was now <Jifabled for bis Work, The People 
growing uneafy, feveral worthy Perf bns were 
proposed for the Place *, but Mr, S edg w i c k 
would not be . prevailed with to refign, till 
Mr. Manton was mentioned; and to that 
he readily yielded. He was prefented to the 
Living with great Reipedt and Satisfadion> 
by his noble and generovis Patron the EarJ^ 
afterwards Duke, of Bedford, who greatly 
efteem'd him to his dying day ; and fent 
him, as a mark of his Refped:) a Key of the 
Gardea which then belonged to Bedford- 
HouJeM either to walk in it at his leifure, or 

C as 
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as aconTcnient Paflige to the Strand. He 
had in this Pkce a numerous Congregation 
of Pcrftms of great Note and Rank ; ^f 
wbicfe numbef was oftentimes the excellent 
Archbifhop Usher, who ufed to fay" «f 
him. That he was one of tbe ** bcft Preach* 
** ers in England,'' arid that he W« A 
^« Voluminotts Preacher J '^ not that he was 
ever long and tedious, but tsiec«tfe he had th6 
A^t of reducing the Subftance of whole 
"Volumes mt6 a narrow Compiafs, and re^ 
prefentia^ it tO' great Ad^^ atrtdge. Mr. iQH ar- 
KocK u(ed to iay of h»A, That he was the 
•* beft Colle<aer of Senfe of the Agc.^ 



Dr. Maktom had ^ great^ H^ejft for 
Mr.CHRi^'TOPHBR LoV^E^ who ywtt be* 
headed in the Year 1^51, by the then P«^ 
liament, for being Goncern*d, with Ibnie ^ 
theis, In iendiiig Remittances ^^load to fti|>* 
port the Royal Family in their IK^^, I 
am infbi^m'd, that he attendee! him on the 
Scafibld MTower-HHl, and that Mr. Love, 
as a token, of his Refped, gave him his 
Cloak. The Dodor was rc^vVl to preach 
his Funeral Sermon, which the Oovemmeitt 
underftanding, figoify'd their Difj^eafore, and 
the Soldiers threatned to fhoot him ; but 
that did not daunt him^ for he pteach'd at 
St. Lawrence-Jury, where Mr. Love had 
been Minifter, to a numerous Congr^ation, 

tho 
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«ho not grae'd with the Pulpit-Cloth, ot 
jbaviog the Co^vemeQce of a Cuihion. He 
was foo wife m hj hiirielf open to the 
H^ of h^ E»€owes ; but the Sermon was 
printed afterwards, imdw thp Title of The 
iSaints TriMmfh over TXeatL Lord Cla- 
jiEKD'ON * (peaks of Mr. Love in Terms 
,of grcar Di&eTpe^, upon the Report of a 
%tm^sm he pfeacb'd when he was a young 
llfan^ at V'xiridgey at the time of the Tre^ 
fy. How far iie might fail in his Prudence^ 
in ib nice a Ciromaftwce, I am not able to 
fay ; but it appears from the Ax^couuts of 
thci9 who well knew him; and by the Re- 
fentmeiit bis Death generally met with at 
cfaat time, as well as by leveral Volumes of 
Sermons printed a&er his Death ; chat he 
was a Penbn of Worth and Efteem- It wae 
.certainly a rafli and ur^enerous Cenfure m 
the noble Author^ of one he knew b Uctle 
at cfaac time, and who afterwards lo(l hi$ 
Life for ferving the Royal Fijunily. 

THE Govemment afterwards^ for what 
Reafon it was bed known to themfelves, 
feemed at kaft to have an Efieem for him, 
the he was fir from courtmg their Favour. 
When Cromwell took on him the Pro- 
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tedorihip, in the Year itfjj, the very 
^Morning the Ceremony was to be performed, 
a Meflenger came to Dr. Manton, to ac- 
quaint him that he mufl immediately come to 
Whitehall : The Dodlof asked him the Oc- 
cafion ; he told him he Ihould know that 
when he came there. The PrOtedor him- 
felf^ without any previous notice, told him 
what he was to do, /. e. to pray upon that 
Occafion : * i'he Do<9tor laboured all he 
could to be excus^, and told him itvwas a 
Work of that Nature which required Ibme 
time to confider and prepare for \t. The Pro- 
x.t6tox reply'd, That he knew he was not at 
a loft to perform the Service he expeded 
from him ; and opening his Study-door, he 
put him in with his Hand, and bid him con- 
iider there ; which was not above half an 
. Hour : The Dodor employed that time in 
looking over his Books, which, he faid, was 
a noble Colledfbn, It was at this time, 
as I am informed, that the worthy Judge 
RooKpsBY had the Misfortune, by the fall 
of a Scaflbld, to break his Thigh, by which 
he always went lame, and was obliged tO' 
Mve one conftantly to lead him : He was 
ail upright Judge, an4 a wife and religious 
^— «— ^1 ^i»«p^»i— ^— — — — i— — ^— — »— ^— — ^— I II .1 I— — ^— ^^^ 

* Whitlock, who was prefent, (ays. He rec&mmended his 
Highfiffs^ the Puirliamenfy the Council^ and Forces, and the whok 
Qovernment and People of the three Nations, to th^ M^jjing an4 
f^meSilQ^ of Qod, J4en^Qrj<il5 f Age ^6i, 
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Peifon ; he was conftant to his Principles^ 
and always attended the Preaching of goo() 
old Mr. St RET TON, to his dying day. 

ABOUT this tinv the Dodor wa$ 
made one of the Chaplains to the Trote£ior^ 
and appointed one of the Committee to ex- 
amine Pcrfbns who were to be adeqitted tp 
the Miniftry, or induced into Livings ; as 
he was afterwards a{^inted one in k^jj^, 
by an AGtoi that Parliament, in which the 
iecluded Members were reftored. And thp 
this proved troublefome to him» confidering 
his conflant Employment in Preaching, yet 
he has been heard to fay. That he .very fef^ 
dom abfented himfelf from that Service, that ^ 
he m^ht, to his Power, keep matters froni 
ranning into extremes; for there were 
many in thoie Days, 4« well as in thefe, 
who were forwarcr to run into the Mini- 
ftry, and had more Zeal than Knowledge ; 
and perhaps fbmetime^ Peribps, of wortli 
liable to be difcouraged. There is a pretty 
remarkable Inftance of his kind Relpe<^ to a 
grave and fober Perfon, who appeared before 
them (cap in hand, no doubt) ^d was HxxIq, 
takoi notice of, but by himfelf^ He feeing 
him ftand, called for a Chair, in reipedt tq 
his Years and Ajppearance ; at wtiich ibme 
of the Commiffioners were dilpleafcd. This 
Pejrfpa appe^r'd to \>q pf ? chFiftiai) and \n- 
J ' ^ , ! / ^ ' genttou^ 
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fenuom Temper 5 for after tiie Reftpfgrkqt^ 
e was pfcferTed to pk /rjr/ijr jKlhopriGk^ perir 
haps an Arch-biflioprick ; for be ded to 
give in charge to Biibop Worth, whole 
pccarKms often called him oyer to Englmtd^ 
That on I^s firfl: comitiig to Landtm he loocil^ 
vifit Dr. Kf A NTO N, and give his Service to 
him, and let him know, Th« if he was 
moiefted in his Preaching in England^ be 
^nid be welcoine in Ireland^ an4 have 
liberty to preach m any paart of IvsDtoce^ 
nndifturbed. What Intereft he bad in the 
Protedof , he never emptey'd for any fordtil 
ends of his own, who might have n^d anjr 
thing from him, but pQ/ely todo w&atSer- 
yice be could to others ; He never refin'd 
to apply to him for any thing in whicb be 
could ierve another, tho it was not dways 
With Succei^/ He ftras once defir^d, byloBie 
of the prmdpal Roy alifts, to nie bis intcreft 
>n him for the Iparing ©r. Hewitts Life^ 
who was condemned for being in a Plot a* 
^inft the then Government ; which he dui 
:^cordingfy. The Procedior told him» If 
ibr. Hewxt ,bad fliewn bim^f an 
iiuous Perfc>n, and would have ownpd 
ht knew w^ his ihare in the D>i(%n a^anft 
him^ he would bftve (pared his Life $ but be 
was; lie faid, of io obftinaf e a Temper, tbac 
ke refoked he fhonld die. The Frotedof 
convinced Dr. Man ton befiise he parted^ 

^ ' ■ %H% 




tbatoe knew hio^ faf be wiis engaged ia thirf 
Plot. 

WHILE he wa$ Minifter uCrvent-Gar^ 
deUy he was kvitcd to preach before the 
Lout Mayor aad Court of Aldef meo, aiod 
the Companies of the City, tipon fotn^ pQl> 
lick Occaftttti^ at St. Tattf^. The i>6<ao» 
dhoie ibme difficult SubjQ^« m which he h«i 
oppofOuiitY of dijplairipg his Judgment and 
tamnng. Li>p^iag t^ i^ b& Advac* 
tage. He was facurd with the Adoitrattoo 
afsd Apdnfe of the jm>re iitteUigi^tf Part of 
the Audiciioe ; and was inyited to dine with 
vsf head MMyor, and recdv'd pubticfc Thanks 
iwitisi^flrformatice. But opon his return in 
die £veiKB2 to CoventrGarden, . a {toor Man 
iittowing Um, gehtiy phlck'd hiiti by the 
Secre of his Gown* and ssked him if be 
were die GoKleman who had preaf^hed timt 
I>ay befttfo my Loid Mayot ; lieieplyU be 
was* ^ Sk^ fays br, I came with earneft Pe^ 
fires after the Woid of Go4 «id Hopes of 
getting fimie Good to my Sod* but I was 
gMarly di^^inted ( 1^ I could not midci^ 
ftand a crest deal oi wbas you fsid; yon 
wetejqnkei^veme. TheDoi^or r^y'd^. 
with Tears tn hts £jres^ Friend, if t did not 
giv«-y^ou a Sermon, you liave given me one ; 
and by 4rhe Gr s^ce. m Gcd, I will never {day 
the fool CO preach before my l^ord Mayor, 
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in iuch a manner, again. Upon a imblick 
Faft at Covent -Garden Church, for tne pcr- 
fecuted Proteftants in the Vallies of Tiednumt^ 
Dr. Manton had got Mr. Baxter, who 
happened to be then in London, and. Dr. 
\V ILK INS, who was afterwards Biftiop of 
Chefter, toaffifthim. Mr.^ Baxter opened 
the Day, and preach'd upon the Words of 
the Prophet, Amos vi. e.-^^—But they are 
not grieved fbr the Affiiifions of Jost,VH. 
He, after his manner, took a great CompaiSt 
and gra^d the whole Subjed:. Dr. Man* 
TON lucceeded him, and had diofen the fame 
Text : He was obl^d oftw to refer to the 
former Diicoi^, and to £iy every now and 
then, As it has been obfoyd by my Revet 
lend Brother. Dr. Wi l ki n s lat cruelly im* 
eaiy, and reckoned that between thetei both 
he fliould have nothing left to &y ; for he 
had got the iame Text too. He infified up^ 
on beii^ excused, but Dr. Man ton obliged 
him to go up into the Po^it ; and by an 
ingenious Artifice, he iucceedc^ admirably. 
Before he named his Text, he prepared the 
Audience by exprefling the Fears of their 
narrow Spiritednels, and little Concern for 
the Intereft of God in the World : For, fays 
he, without any Knowlec^e or Defigpi of 
our own, we have all three been direoed to 
the lame Words. Which, fpoken with the 
Majefty and Authority peculiar to the Pie- 

fence 
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fence and Spirit of that excellent Perfbn, fb 
awakened the Attention, and dilpoied the 
ASindls of the People, that he was heard 
trkh moic regard, and was thought to d6 
toore good than both the former, tho he 
had fi:arce a fingle Thought throughout the 
Secmon diftind: from the other two. 

§. J, IN the Year 1666 ^ he was very 
mftrumental, with many bther Presbyteriait 
tKyknes, in the Rejioration of King Charles 
tlie Second, k mud be own'd, by impar^ 
*ial Jddges, that the Presbyterian Party, 
who had the grejtfeli: Influence in the Na- 
tioa at that time, had the ^reatcfl: ihare itt 
thac Change ; nor could aU the Epiicopal 
Pdrty in the three Kingdoms have on<^e put 
it into motion, ot brought it to any effe^, 
Without them ; tho they had ail the Favouif 
aod Preferment beftowed upon them after •« 
Wards : Which^ xi^iiether it were more juff , 
or politick ; more agreeable to the Laws of 
Equity, oi the Rules of Prudence j 1 leave 
to the Reader to determine. * Perhaps if the 
King had been brought in iipon th^ Condi'* 
tions the noble Earl of Southampton would 
have proposed, and whkh were aipptoved by 
the Earl of Clarendon when it was too late % 
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it had prevented a great deal of the arbi- 
trary and violent Proceedings of that loofe 
and luxurious Reign, and contributed to the 
Safety and Happinels of the Prince and 
People too. He was one of the Divines ap- 
pointed to wait upon the Kin^ at Breaa^ 
where they were well received, and, for fome 
time after, greatly carefs'd. The Doctor was 
fwom one of the King's Chaplains by the 
Earl of Mafichejfer, Lord Chamberlain, who 
truly honoured him. H6 was one of the 
Commiffioners at the Savoy Conference, and 
ufed his utmoft Endeavours in that unfuccels- 
ful Affair. Dr. Reynolds, afterwards Bi- 
fliop of Norwich^ joined with thofe Divines, 
who were for Alterations in Ecclefiaftical 
Affairs : He was the firft who received the 
CammiJJlon from the Bifhop of London^ of 
which he immediately acquainted Dr. Man- 
ton. The original Letter is now in my 
hands, and exprcffes the Candour and Good- 
nels of that excellent Perfbn, and his great 
Refped for Dr.MANTON. 'Tis in thefe 
Words : 



SIR, 



THIS Morning theBifliop of Lon- 
don lent me the Comrpiflion about 
•* revifing the Liturgy under the Great Seal, 
** to take notice of ; with Diredion to give 
notice to the Conuniflioners who are not 

Bifhops : 
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Bi/Iiops : I went to Mr. Calamy, and 

it is defir'd. That we meet to morrow 
** Morning at nine a-CJock, at his Houfe, 
** in regard of his Lamenels, to advife to- 
** gether, and fend a joint Letter to thole 
^' who are out of thi? Town. He and I 
•* defire you not to fail,, and withal to call 
** upon Dr. Bates and Dr. Jacomb in 
^^ your way, to defire their Company. So 

with my beft Relpedts, I remain your 

moft Loving Brother, 

ED. REYNOLDS, B.K 
London^ ^^rll i. i55p. 



H E >^as offered at this time the Deanery 
K^i Roche ft er^ which Dr. Harding was in 
great fear he would accept, and ply'd him 
with Letters to come to Ibme Relblution ; 
having reafon to hope, that upon his refu- 
lal, he fhouid obtain it, as he afterwards 
did. The Dodtor kept it fonae time in fiil^ 
penfe, being willing to fee whether the 
King's ^eciaration could be got to pafe in- 
to a Law; which they had great Encou* 
ragements given them to expedl, and whiclj 
would have gone a great way towards imit- 
ing the principal Parties in the Nation, and 

P? lamina 
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laying the Foundation of a Idling Peace fr 
Many Pcrfbns who had, in the forma 
Times, purchafcd Biihops and Deans Lands, 
parneftly preft him to accept the Deanery, 
with hopes they might find better ufzig^ 
from him, in renewing their Leaies, and 
offered their Money for new ones ; which 
he might have taken, with the Deanery, 
and quitted again in 1 652, tber^ being then 
no Affinf and Confent impofed : but he was 
^bove liich underhand Dealings, and fcometj 
to enrich himfelf with the Spoils of others. 
When he faw the moft prudent and con» 
deicending Endeavours, thro the violence 
and ambition of fome leading Men, availed 
pothing to the Peace of the Church, and the 
H^ppineis of the Nation ; he fat down un- 
^er the melancholy prolped: of what he livecf 



T— ^ 



. t The Declaration was drawn up by Lord Chancellor JFf|yi^, 
^nd contained, among other things, the following ConcefCons t 
That no Bifiiop fbould Ordain, or exercjfe any pajt of Jttri(i 
didioii, which appertaineth to the Cenfures of the Church, 
Without the Advice and Afliftance of the Presbyters : That 
Chancellors, Commiffaries, and Officials, ihould be excl^ided 
from A^s of Jurifdiftion^ and the Power of Paftors ip their 
feveral Congregations, rcftorcdj and that Liberty fiioiild be 
granted to all Minifters to aflemble Monthly, for the exercife of 
their P^oral Perfuafive Powef, and the propioting of Know- 
Hg9 and Godljnefs in their Flocks ; 'That Minifters (hould be 
free from the Subfcription required by the Canon, and from the 
path of Canonical Obedience j and that the ufe of the Ceremq- 
W^ (houbi bcdifpeofcd with, where thpy were fcr«pkd. ' 
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to lee come to pals, viz. The decay of fc* 
rious Reiigion, yfi ith a Flood of Profanenefs^ 
and a violent Spirit of Peiiecution. The 
greateft Worthy and tihe bell Pretenlions^ 
met with no regard, where there were any 
iScruples in point of Ceremony and Sublcrip- 
tion^ 

$. 6. IN the Intcrvd between the Re- 
iloration and his Ejedxnent* be was greatly 
efteemed by Perfons of the firft Quality at 
Court. Sir John Baber uledto cell him» 
that the King had a Angular relpedl: for him. 
JLord Chancellor H y d e was always highly 
civil and obliging to him. He had free ac« 
ceis to him xipon all Occadons, which he 
sjlways improved, not for himfelf, but for 
the Service of others. I fliall only give a 
fingle Inftancg. Mr. James of Berkjhire^ 
who was afterwards known by the Name of 
Black James^ an honeftand worthy Perfbn j 
was at the point of being cad out of hi$ 
Living, which was a $eqi!ieuration. He came 
to Lmdon to make Friends to the Lord 
Chancellor, but could find none proper for 
his purpole. He was at length adviled to 
go to Dr. Ma NT ON, to whom be was yet 
a Stranger, as the mod likely to ierve nini 
in this Dillxds. \{t came to him late in the 
^vening, gnd vrhen he was in Bed He 
Igld |jis C»fe to JVIfs,MANXi)N, who ad- 
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vifed him to come again in the Morning, 
and did not doubt but the Dodtor would 
go with him. He anfwered with great Con- 
cern, that it would be too late ; and thae 
if he could not put a flop to it that Night, 
he and his Family muft be ruin'd. On fo 
pre/fing a Cale the Doc3:or rofe, and becaufe 
it rained, went with him in a Coach to the 
Lord Chancellor at Tork-houfi ; who Ipy- 
ing the Dodtor in the Croud, where many 
Ferlbns were attending, called to him to 
know what Bufmefe he had there at that time 
of Night. When he acquainted him with 
bis Errand, my Lord called to the Perlbn 
who ftamped the Orders upon liich Occa- 
iions, and asked him, What he was doing? 
He anfwered ; That he was juft going to put 
riie Stamp to an Order for paffing away luch 
a Living : Upon which he bid hirn ftop ; 
' and upon hearing further of the Matter, bi4 
icbe Dodor not trouble himfelf, his Friend 
ifaould not be molefled. He enjoyed it to 
the time of his Ejed:ment in 62, which was 
a great Support to a pretty numerous Fami- 
ly. Upon his refufing the Deanery, he fell 
under Lord Clarendon *s Difpieafiire, fb 
fickle is the favour of the Great ; and he 
once acGuied him to the King for dropping 
fbme treafbnable ExprefTions in a Sermon. 
The King was fb jufl and kind as to /end 
for Ijim^ and ordered him to bring his Notes, 

Whcft 
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When he read them, the King asked. Whe- 
ther upon his Word this was all that was 
delivered; and upon the Dodor's aflurance 
that it was fo, without a fyUable added to 
it, the King (aid, ** Dodor, I am j&risfy'd, 
** and you may be afliired of my Favour ; 
" but look to yourfelf, or elle Hyde will 
** be too hard for you/' 



'IN whatfbever Company he was, he had 
Courage, as became a faithfixl Minifter of 
CHRIST, to oppofe Sin ; and upon pro- 
per Occafions, to reprove Sinners. Duke 
Lauderdale, who pretended to carry it 
with great relped: to him, in Ibme Company 
where the Dodtor was prefent, behaved him- 
fclf very indecently ; the E^dtor modeftly 
reproved him, but the Duke never loved him 
afterward. He was once at Dinner at Lor4 
Manchester's in Whitehall, when Ic ve- 
ra! Perfons of great Note began to drink the 
King's Health, a Cuftom which thien began 
to be much in Vogue, and was commonly 
abufed to great Diibrders. When it came to 
him, he refilled to comply with it, appre- 
hending it beneath the dignity of a Minifter 
to give any countenance to the finful excels 
it fo often occafion'd in thofe Times. It put 
a ftop to it at that time, and Prince Rupert 
who was prelent, enquired who he was. 
Many of the Scotch Nobility greatly relpec- 

. ted 
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ted him, particuktfly the Dutchefs of Ha* 
M I L T b Nj who attended his Miaillry * Noc-* 
withftaiiding the great and weighty Affaij?s 
then on foot, which took up a gfeat pall of 
his time ; he never onaitted his beloved Wof k 
of conftant preaching, to the time of his B- 
jecftion in 1 552. He then dually ttfovtcd to 
his own Church, where he was foccecded 
by Dr. Patrick, the late Bifhop of E^, 
It happened crols, that Dr. Patrick feceiv- 
fng a icu^rrilous Letter from an unknown Pei?- 
fon, foil of Refledions upon himfelf, had id 
little WijRiom at that tinic, as to cktfge it 
upon Dr, Manton, in a Letter to him, with 
very unbecoming Reflexions. This occafi- 
on*d his not attending any more bis Preach* 
ing ; for no Man living more abhorred a bafe 
and unworthy Adion. Having this odcafion 
of jpeaking a little to his Diiadvantage, I 
fhall take the opportunity of doing a piece 
of jufticc to the Memory of that kamea Per- 
foUr who has fince by many Books of De* 
Votiod, and excellent Paraphrafes and Com- 
mentaries on the Scripture, as well as by his 
exemplary Life, done fb much good to the 
World, and deferved fo well of the Chriftiaa 
Church. It has been generally allowed, that 
pr. Patrick wrote the firft Volumes of 
the Friendly T)ebate, in the heat of bis 
Youth, and in the midft of his Expe<9:ations ; 
which by a^avating feme weak and uncau* 

tioui 
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tious Expreflions, in a few particular Writers, 
deiigned to expofe the Nonconformifl Mini- 
ftry to contempt and ridicule. The Defign 
was afterwards carried on by a worle Hand, ^ 
and with a more virulent Spirit *. A Method 
altogether unrealbnable and unworthy, be^ 
caule it will he always eafy to gather ralh 
and unadyifed Expreilions from the weaker 
Perfbns of any Party of Men ; and only 
lerves to expofe Religion to the (corn and 
contempt of the Proftine. But Biiliop Pa- 
trick in his advanced Age, and in a publick 
Debate in the Houfe of Lords, about the Ocr 
cajional Billy took the opportunity to declare 
himfelf to thispurpofe, " That he had been 
^* known tp write againft the DiiTenters with 
fome Warmth, in his younger Years ; but 
that he had lived long enough to fee rer^ 
ion to alter his opinion of that People, 
and that way of Writing ; and that he was 
** verily perluaded there were ibme who were 
^* honed Men, and good Chriftjans ; who 
would be neither, if they did not ordi- 
narily go to Church, and Ipmetimes tQ 
*' the Meeting : and on the other hand, 
fome were nopeft Men and good Chrif 
tians, who would be neither, if they did 
not ordinarily go xo the Meetings, and 
** fometimes to Church.'- A rgre Inftince 
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f Or, Si^inml Parker^ aftcrwi|rd> Bifhop of Qxj^r^. 
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this, of Retradation and Moderation ; which 
I think redounds greatly to hfe Honour, and 
is worthy of Imitatioa. 

^.7. BUT to yeturp to theHiftory. Mr 
ter he ceafed to attend upon Dr. Patrick's 
Miniftry, he ufed to preach on the Lord's- 
day Evenings in his own Houfe, to his Fa- 
mily and fome few of his Neighbours ; and 
feme time after, on Wednefday Mornings, 
when the Violence of the Times would al- 
low it. Upon the increale of his Hearers, 
he was obliged to lay two Rooms into one, 
which yet by reafon of the number of the 
Pjeople, and the ftraitnefe pf the Place, pro- 
ved very inconvenient tp him, dlpecially ii; 
hot Weather, and prejudicial to his Health. 
He had lived in that Refpe(St and good Will 
in the Parifti, that his Neighbours were ge- 
nerally civil to him, and gave him no trouble \ 
only a little before his Ejedlment, one Bird, 
^ Tay lor, a zealous Stickler for the Common- 
Prayer, complained to Dr. Sheldon, th^n 
Biihop of London J that Dr. Manx on de- 
prived him of the means of his Salvation ; 
meaninff the ufe of the Commoip-Prayer ; 
Well, fays the Biihop, all in good time^ 
but yoij may go to Heaven without the 
Common-Prayer.'? There was one Juftice 
B At X. within a few Doors of him, who 
oftcQ threatened bim, and wa$ at lafl as 
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gdOd as his Word. He was fometimes in 
dangef from the Church-wardens, of which 
Btiniber there were always three. The Duke 
of Bedford having always the choice of 
cme, took care to have him a Friend to the 
Dodor; and his well-known Refped to 
him, gave him Countenance and. Protedion, 
irom the Malice of the meaner People, 
His Meeting afterwards adjoined to Lord 
Wharton's Houle in St. G/7^/s, which 
he allowed him the convenience of, whether 
jbe was in Town or not. The good-natur*d 
E«l of Berkshire Hved next Door, who 
was himielf a Janfenift Papift ; and offered 
farm the Mherty, when he was in Trouble, 
to come to his Houfe ; which it was eafy 
to do, by only paffing over a low Wall, 
which parted the Gardens^ 

NOT long after the Ad of Ejcdmenr, 
when the Government was forming a Plot 
tot the Presbyterians, for they had none of 
their own; in a Debate in the Houfe of 
Lords, Dr. Ward, Biihop of Salisbury^ 
faid, It was time to look after them, when 
fuchMen as Dr. Manx on reftifed to take 
the Oaths : which Slander was foon contra- 
dided by Lord Chamberlain Manchester, 
who aflured the Houfe of the faUenefs of 
the Char;:;e ; and that he himfelf had admi- 
friftcrM the Oath ta him when he was fworn 
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one of his Majefty's Chaplains. The Dodot 
took notice of this as very difingenuous, 
becaufe not long before, the Biihop and he 
had met at JJirop Wells ; and the Bifliop had 
treated him with great Civility, and entered 
into pafticulat Freedoms with him. The 
Dodor indeed was in his Judgment utterly 
againft taking the Oxford Ozxh, viz. *• That 
'tis not lawful upon any pretence whatlb- 
ever to take up Arms againft the King— 
and,. That we will not at any time endea- 
vour any Alteration of the Government 
in Church or State* " And when Ibmc 
few of his Brethren were fctisfy'd to take 
it upon an Explication allow'd them by the 
Lord Keeper Bridgman, i.e. That the 
Oath meant only unlawful Endeavours ; the 
famous Mr. Gouge came from Hammer '^ 
fnith with a Defign to take it ; but calling 
upon Dr. Ma NT ON to know his Opinion 
oi it, he was {o well fatisfy'd with the Rea- 
Ibns of his Judgment, that he was perfedMy 
cafy in his Mind, and never took it after- 
ward. 

$.%. IN the Year idyo, the Meetings 
ieemed for fbme time to be connived at, and 
were much attended. I remember to have 
beard ibme of the worthy ejedled Minifters 
(peak of this Period with particular Pleafure ; 
they obierved, that after the Looihefs and 
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Excefs which followed the Rejioration ; the 
Reproaches and Pcriccutions of the Noncon- 
£>rmifts, for feveral Years ; and the late 
cenible Judgments of Plague and Fire ; mul- 
titudes fevery where frequented the opened 
Meetings, tome from Curiofity, and feme 
upon better Motives ; and many were de-* 
livered from the Prejudices they had enter- 
tained, and received the firil (erious Imprei^ 
fions upon their Minds : G O D remarkably 
owned their Miniftry at that time, and 
crowned it, under all their Difadvantagfs, 
with an extraordinary Succefs. Soon after 
this Indulgence expired, the Dodor was 
taken Prifoner, on a Lord's-day in the Al^ 
ternoon, juft after he had done his Sermon : 
the Door happened to be opened to let a 
Gentleman out, at the very time the Juftice 
and his Attendants were at the Door ; who 
immediately ruihed in, and went up Stairs ; 
but finding the Dodor in his Prayer, they 
ftaid till be had done ; and then took the 
Names of the principal Perlbns. The E>od:or 
being warm with preachii^, they were io 
civil to take his word to come to them after 
Ibme convenient time. He went to them 
to an Houie in the Tiazzas^ where many 
Per(bns of Note were gathered together ; 
among whom was the then Duke of Rich- 
mo m d. After ibme Difcourfe, they tendered 
him the Oxford Oath : Upon ^his refufmg to 

take 
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take it, they threiatned tofe&d bimto Prifofl. 
It was thought, they (judlion'd their owit 
skill to draw up a Warratit, which wotild be 
foificient to ho\A him ; and that it was aftef^ 
ward drawn .«> by the Lofd Chief Juftice 
Vauchan. They difiniffed btm however al 
that time, upon his pomife to came to 
them within two or tnree Days, and then 
gave the Warram: to a ConftaUe, and coHoh 
tnitted him to the Gatehoufe ; only allowing 
bim a Day's re^te, tiU his Room could be 
got ready. This ImprifbnnKnt, by the kind 
Providence of G O D^ was amre favourabk 
and commodioas thaai contd hate been 
thought, or than bis Enemies defignedv M 
khan he expeded The Keepet of the Pn* 
ion at that time was the Lady Brought 
t o N , who was noted for her ftrid:n^ and 
feverity in her Office,^ tbo flie carried it 
squire otherwise towards the Dodor ; for flie 
flowed him a large bandfbme Room joimi^' 
to the Gatehoufi^ with a fmaU one infGcient 
to hold a Bed. For feme time it was not 
thoiKgbr prudent to admit any to come to 
him but his Wife, and Servant^ who atten*^. 
ded him. 'Tis worth Notice here» that the 
Dodror could not omit his delightful Work 
of preaching, tho to {o fmall a Congregation; 
which he did according to his former CuP 
torn, both parts of the Lord's^day, and once 
on a Wecik-diay. After ibme time his Chil^ 

dren, 



I . 



/)r. Thomas Manton. 39 

dreo^ and ibme few Friends, to the number 
of twelve or fifteen, were admitted to hear 
bun peach. The Lady Br ought on wa$ 
higfahr civil and obliging, and placed a great 
Confidence in him. When ihe defigned to 
go for a little time into the Country, ih^ 
would have ordered the Keys of the com- 
nion Jail to be brought to him every Night : 
The DdiStor iiniling, told her, that he being 
a Priibner himfelf, could not think it pro-^ 
per to be the Keeper or Jailor to others. 
However, no Perfon had the opening ahd 
ihutting of the I)oor of the Houfe, where 
he was, but his own Servant; lb that he 
might have gone out of Prifon when he 
pleafed, for any reftraint he was under. When 
the Town was pretty empty, he ventured, 
once with his Keeper, and once without, 
to vifit his worthy Friend Mr. Gunstom 
of Newington^ who was agreeably liirprized 
to lee him, as he had a very high and hearty 
relped: for him. Thus like Joseph, * He 
found favour in the fight of the Keeper of 
the Trifin ; and the Keeper of the Trijbn 
Vi/Fould have committed to his H^nJj^^ all the 
^rifiuers who were in the Trifon. This, 
it muft be owned, was a milder Confine- 
ment, and gentler Ufage, than many others 
met with in thofe Days, who lay under long 
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and clofe Confinements, and iuflered Confis- 
cation of Goods, and Baniihment, and Death. 
This Trot efi ant Terfecution fell Ihort in- 
deed of Dragooning, and Dungeons, and 
Gallies, in France ; and of the Racks and 
Tortures of the Inquifirion in Spaini but 
that a Perfon of Dr. M ant on's Worth and 
Merit, ihould be thought to deierve iiich 
Treatment from a Government which he 
help'd to lay the Foundations of ; and which 
he not only never injured, but had ierved, 
in Circumflances of Danger and Importance ; 
when others oi lefsl Delert and Pretenflons 
had all the Opportunities ofpubHck Service, 
and all the Favour and Preferment ; I believe 
will appear ihocking at this diftance^ to all 
impartial Lovers of Liberty, and of theii 
Country ; and fix a Brand for ever upon the 
Gratitude and Politicks of thofe Times. 

SOME time after his Imprilonment, 
when the Indulgence was renewed, he preached 
in a large Room taken for him in JVhkehart- 
yardy not far from his Houfe; but there 
alio he was at length difturbed. A Band of 
Rabble came on the LordVday Morning to 
feize him ; but the Do(9:or having notice of 
it over-night, elcaped their Fury. Mr. James 
Bedford was got to preach for him, who 
had taken the Oxford Oath : When they 
found thcml^lvfs dtfappointecj, they were \jcl 
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a great R^e, and took the Names of ie^* 
¥ml ; bat did not detain the Minifter ; for 
tbeir Malice was levelled agaioft the Dodof • 
The good Lord Wharton was there, 
.Ipyiiom they pretended not to know; and 
iipoq ht$ refudng to tell them his Name^ 
flwy threatned to fend him to Prifon ; but 
they thought better of it. The Place wai 
fined Forty Pounds, and the Minifter Twenty j 
ll^faich was paid by Lord Wharton. 

$^9. SIR John Baber« bis nearNeigh^ 
btKu-^ and who owed all his Preferment at 
Court to the Doiftor's Ititereft there, conti*' 
tiued his hearty Friend, tho a great CourtiSI^. 
He often vifited theDodor^ by which mean& 
he had opportunity of greater Intelligence^ 
than moft others. About this time there hap- 
pened fome Difference among the Minifters 
of the City about the manner of addreffing 
the King for his Indulgence. Some con*- 
tended earneftly to have it exprefled motfe 
largely ; and others oppofed it : for tho they 
always thought they had a Right to then: 
liberty, they feared giving any countenance 
to the difpenfmg Power, or advantage to the 
Papifts ; which were things well known to 
be in View, and much at Heart at that time. 
The Difference came to be known at Court, 
and there were apprehenfions of ill Conle- 
quences. Sir John Baber carried Dr, 

F Man 
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Manton, and Dr. Bates, to Lord Ar- 
lington's at fVbitehally Who was then 
Secretary of State ; it was iuppofed, by his 
Order. When they were together, the King, 
to their great furprize, came into the Room ; 
it was thought by Defign. Dr. Bates prcft 
Dr. Manton to addrefe the King for his 
InckiJgence ; :Which he did in a few Words, 
and with great Caution ; but it was kindly 
accepted by, phe King, and well approved by 
the Minifters, when it was communicated to 
theni; and p4t an happy end to their Con- 
tentions about it f . It was by the means 
of Sir Jow^N Baber that Dr. Manton 
and Mr. B axt er were invited to confer with 
the Lord Keeper Bridgman, about a Con> 
prehenfion and Toleration, in the Year 1 658. 
They afterwards met with Dr. Wilkins 
and Dr. Burton: Propofals were drawn 
up and corrected by mutual Confent ; in pur- 
'iiiance of which the excellent Judge Hale 
prepared a Bill to be laid before the next 
Seffion of Parhament ; but it was rejed- 
cd upon the firfl: Motion by the high 
Church Party J:. In the Year 1674, Dr. 
Manton and Mr. Baxter, with Dr. 
Bates and Mr. Pool, met with Dr.TiL- 
LOTSON and Dr. Stillingfleet, to 

' , f Dr. Manton gives a particular account of this Interview^ 
in a Letter to Mr. Baxter, . Life, Part III. p. 57. 
% Dr. C«/<i;y?;y'» iy>ridgment, Vol. L p. 517, 541. 
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coflfider of an Accommodation ; by the en? 
couragement of ^ feveral Lords foiritual and 
temporal: they cahvals'd feverat Draughts, 
and at length all agreed in one . But when* 
it came to be communicated to the BillippSy: 
feveral things in which they had agreed 
boiild not be ohtaitfd, and the whole Defigtx 
mifc»ried. So eafy z thing it has ever been 
found for wile and fober Men to adjuft mat> 
tcrs of Differerids, and agree upon Terms of 
Accommodation ; when nothing will fatisfy 
tmreaibnable Prejudice, and where the Luff 
of Power, and the Biais of Intereft, ftrongly 
lead Men the other way. 

§. 10. W H E N the Indulgence Was more 
fully fixed in iSjZy the Merchants, and other 
Citizens oi London^ let up a Lecture at Yin- 
ners'-Hall : Dr. M anton was^ one of the 
fix firft chofen, and opened the LecSture. He 
was much concerned at the little Bickerings 
which began there in his Time, and after^ 
Ward broke out into fcandalous Contentions, 
and an open Divifion at laft. Mr. Baxter 
was often cenliired for his preaching there ; 
and once publiihed a Sheet upon that occar 
fion, which he caird. An Appeal to the 
Light. His preaching upon thefe Words, 
And ye will not come unto me that you 
might have Life^ in which he fully juftify'd 
{he Groat God, and Uid the blame of Mens 

F 2 De, 
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Oeftrddtion upon themfclvcs; tho it wa$ 
followed by another upon thcfe Words, Witfjp^ 
out me you can do nothing % occafion'd a 
great Clamour aeainft him, among fome Peo^ 
pie J of which he complained to Dr. Maw 
TON. The Dpdlor, on his next turn, in d*| 
dofe of his Sermon, prietty fliarply rebiikcd 
them for their ralh Miftakea, and unbecbm* 
idg Refjcdions upon fo worthy and ufefbi k 
Peribn. It was obietv^d, That his Reproof 
was managed with fo mudi Decency and 
Wiidom, tnat he was not by any reileiftoal 
upon for his Freedom therein. He has beea 
heard to exprefs his Efteem of Mr. BAxtEil 
in the higheft Terms, viz^. That he thought; 
him one of the moft extraordinary Perfons 
the Chriftian Church had produced, fmce the 
Apofties Davs ; and, that he did not look 
upon himfelf as worthy to carry his Books 
alber him. This was the Opinion of ode 
<eho knew him with the greatefl Intimacy 
jfor many Years, and was a great Ju^ of 
true Worth. ^ ^ - 

WHEN he firft began to grow into iH 
Health, he could not be periuaded by his 
Friends and Phyfidans, to forbear preaching 
for any confiderable time ; which had been: 
the delightful Work of his Life, He wa^ 
at length preyail'd with to Ipend foine time' 

% fTmQmyt^iii Lord Wharton^ for the 
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Benefjc of the Atf ; But fiodiiig liuk Goodl 
hy it, he returned to Town on the b^nnii^ 
of the Wtcky in order to admiaiHer th« 
Lord^s-Skipper the next Lord's-day j of which 
^^ g^Vii^ nptic6 to his People, but he did noe 
Uvt to accomplifli it. The Day before be 
took his ^ed, ne w«8 in his Study ; of which 
he took a folebo Leave, with Hands and 
Eyes li^ up to HeaveD, bleilt^ God fot 
the many coml^i^table and ierious Horns hm 
had ipent ther^ ; and waiting in joyftil hopp 
of a State of clearer iC^^wledge and. higher 
5lnjoyment8 of God, At pjignt he- pH*ayed 
with his Family under gr^at Indij^fition, 
and recommenced faimfelf to Qdd'fwiie Dif^ 
poial ; . defiring, '^ If he had no j^pl^r Work 
ibr him to do in this World, he would tak^ 
** him to himfelf:*' Which he ekprefs'd 
with great Serenity of Mind^ and an unre-^ 
fervid Refignation to the divine good Plea- 
fore. When he went to bed h^ was (uddenly 
ieiz'd with a kind of Lethargy, by which 09 
was deprivM of his Senjes, to th^ gyeat Griaf 
and Lois of his Friends who came to yifit hfmt 
HediedO^^AfT 18. 1677^ in the 57th Ycat 
of his Age, and ties interred i& the Chancel 
of theChttrch of Sfi>ke*New'mgfon. , ' ^ 

■;■« 
$. \i. Qr. Bate^ {MTCAchkl his FuaiG9r4 

^ennoii who h^ 4 mofl uStQiomi^ Efleeii^ 

1^ hini s very fireqiieetly Yifited him '; always 
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advifcd with him in matters of moment ; 
and, for fome Years after his Death, would 
weep when be Ipoke of him. He lays of 
him*; *• His Name is worthy of precious 
*' and eternal Memory ; God had furniflied 
*^ him with a rare Union of thofe Parts which 
** are requifite to forili an eminent Minister 
** of his Word : A clear Judgment, a rich 
•* Fancy, a (irons Memory , andhaj^vElo- 
♦^ cutioh, met in nim ; and were excellently 
improved by his diligent Study. In preach- 
ing the Word he was of conlpicuous Emi- 
nence, and none could detract: from him 
but from Ignorance or Envy. He was en- 
dowed with an extraordinary Knowledge 
of the Scripture ; and in his Preaching 
gave fiich per^icuous Accounts of the Or- 
^* der and Dependence of divine Truths, and 
with that Felicity apply'd the Scripture to 
confirm them, that every Subject by his 
Management, was cultivated and improved. 
'* His Difcourics were fo clear and con- 
** vincin^, that none, without offering Vio- 
♦* lence to Confcience, could refift their Evi- 
«* dence : and from hence they were effec- 
♦^ tual, not only to inlpire a hidden Flame, 
•^ and raife a ihott Commotion in the Af^ 
** fedjons, but to make a lafting Change in 
the Life. His Dodtrine was uncorrupt and 
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'* pure, the Truth according to Godllnefs. 
** He was far from the guilty vile Intentioa 
** to proftitute the facred Ordinances for ac- 
*' quiring any private fccular Advantage ; 
** neither did he entertain his Hearers with 
impertinent Subtilties, empty Notions, in- 
tricate Dilutes, dry and Darren, without 
produdive Virtue ; but as one who al- 
ways had in his eye the great end of his 
Miniftry, the Glory of God, and the Sal- 
vation of Men. His Sermons y^^ere di- 
red:ed to open their eyes, that they might 
fee then: wretched Condition as Sinners, 
to haften their flight from the Wrath to 
come, and make them humbly^ and thank-* 
folly, and entirely receive Chrift, as their 
** Prince and alKuificient Saviour; and to 
** build up the Converted in their holy Faith, 
•* and more excellent Love, which is the 
*' fulfilling of the Law ; in ihort, to make 
•* true Chriftians eminent in Knowledge and 
•* univerlal Obedience, 



** A N D as the matter of his Sermons 
was defign'd for the good of Souls, fo his 
way of expreffion was proper for that 
end. His Style was not exquifitely ftu- 
dy*d, not confifting of harmonious Pe- 
riods ; but far diftant from vulgar Mean- 
neis. His Expreflion was natural and free, 
clear and eloquent, quick and powerful ; 

^* without 
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without any ipice of Folly ; and always 
fuitable to the Simplicity and Majefly of 
*' divine Trath. His Sermons afforded lub- 
*^ ftahtial Food with Delight, fo that the fa- 
^' ftidioiis Mind could not difreliffa them. 
** He abhorrc(d a vain Oftentation of Wit 
*^ in handling (acred Truths, fb venerable 
^' iand grave, and of eternal Confequenpe. 
** — ^His Fervour and Earneftnefe in Preach- 
mg, was luch as might ibften, and make 
pliant, the moft flubborn and obftinate 
*^ Spirit. I am not (peaking of one whole 
** Talent was only Voice, who laboured in 
*' the-PuIpit as if the end of Preaching were 
«« the exdrcile of the Body, and not for the 
« Profit of Souls. But this Man of God 
*^ was inflam'd with holy Zeal, and from 
*' th^ce (uch ExprelHons broke forth, as 
*^ weM capable of procuring Attention and 
•^ Confent in his Hearers. He (pake as one 
** wlu) had a living Fairh within him of di^ 
*« vine Trath. From diis Union of Zeal 
•* with his Knowledge, he was excellently 
'* <|ualify'd CO convince and convert Souls. 

" His unparallerd A(fiduity in Preach- 

<* ing, declarea him very fenfible of thofe 
dear and ftrong OUigations, which tie up- 
on Minifliers to be very diluent in that 
^* blefled Work. This feithful Minifter a- 
*« bounded in the Work of the Lord ; and, 
'' whith is truly admirable« tho fe firequent 

■ " in 
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»* ia preaching, yet was always fiiperior to 

" others, and equal to himfelf. He was 

"no fomenter of Fadion, but ftudious of 
" the publick Tranquillity : He knew what 
** a Bkfling Peace is, and wifely forefaw 
'* the pernicious Confequences which attend 

" Diviflons. 

" C O N S ID E R bim as a Chriftian, his 
" Life was anfwerable to his Dodrine. This 
»• Servant of God was like a fruitful Tree, 
which produces in the Branches what it 
contains in theRdot. His inward Grace 
*• was made vifible in a Converfation becom- 
« ing the Gofpel. His refolute Contempt 
«« of the World fecured him from being 
«♦ wrought upon by thofe Motives which 
" tempt low Spirits from their Duty. He 
" would not raftily throw himfelf into Trou- 
" bles; not^reta confcientia, avoid them. 
" His generous Conftancy of Mind in re- 
filling the Current of popular Humour, 
declared his Loyalty to his divine Matter. 
"His Charity was eminent in procurmg 
" Supplies for others, when in mean Cir- 
" cuSlances himfelf. But he had great 
•' Experience of Go^ fatherly Provifion, 
" to which his filial Confidence was corre- 
*• fpondent. I ihall finilh my Charader of 
•• him by obferving his Humility: He was 
♦' deeply affeacd with the Senfe of his 
*^ ' G . *• Frailty 
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'''' Frailty and Unworthinefe : He confidered 
** the infinite Purity of God, and the Per- 
*' fedhon of his Law, the Rule of Duty ; 
and hy that humbling light difcovered his 
manifold Defects. He exprefs'd his 
Thoughts to me a little before his Death ; 
If the holy Prophets were under ftrong 
Impreflions of Fear, upon extraordinary 
** Dilcoveries of the divine Prefence, hpw 
** Ihall we poor Creatures appear before the 
•* holy and dreadful Majefty ? Tis infinitely 
•* terrible to appear before GOD the Judge 
** ofall^ without the Protection of the Blood 
of Jpr inkling J which Jpeaketh better 
things than that of Abel/* This alone 
reheved him, and liipported his Hopes. 
Tho his Labours were abundant, yet he 
knew that the Work of God, pafling thro 
•* our hands, is fo blemilh'd, that without 
** appealing to pardoning Mercy and Grace, 
<* we cannot (land in Judgment.** This was 
the Subjed: of his laft publick Sermon, upon 
aTifn.i. 18. which was publiiii'd from his 
Notes, with the fecond Edition of his Fune- 
ral Sermon. 

Mr. Collins, a Man of a moft fweet 
and obliging Temper, as well as of great Abi- 
lities and Worth, on his turn to preach at 
the Merchants Lecfhire, after the Doctor's 
Death, took great notice of it ; and was 

much 
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much .af&ded with the Lofs of fo valuable 
a Perlbn. Good old Mr. Case ufed to fay, 
loQg before his Death^ that he ihould Jive 
to preach his Funeral Sermon : and he did 
preach upon that Occafion, when he was al- 
moft dead himlelf, for he was above eighty 
Years of Age. His Text was, 2 Kings x. 3 2 . 
In thoje T)ays tjoe Ju OR T> began to cut 11^ 
X2it\Jhort. After he had confider'd theText, 
he came to Ipeak of feveral worthy Mini- 
fters cut off by Death about that time ; as 
well as others cut off by the Laws which 
forbad their Preaching. The laft he named 
was Dr. Manton ; at the mention of 
his Name he ftopt, and wept for fome 
time, before he could proceed ; and then 
laid, •* If I had mentioned no other but 
*• Pr. Manton, I might well fay, that 
•* GOD began to cut England ihon-^^ 
with other Expreffions of his Love and E- 
jfteem. He had always an high Opinion of 
jche Doctor's Preaching, and would often 
jirge him to print: When the Dodor an- 
Iwer'd him, That he had not time in the 
midft of fuch cpnftant Employments, to 
prepare any thing, with due Care, for the 
publick View ; he would reply, you need 
pnly fend your Notes to the Prefs, when 
you conje put of the Pulpit. Dr, Ma>> 
TON writ a very ingenious and ferious 
Preface to Mr. C a s e * s Mecjitations, drawn 



1 1 Memoirs of the Life of 

up when he was Prifbner in the Tower, 
and publifliM under the Title of CorreStim^ 
InftruEiion ; which is a very uleful pradi-r 
cai Book upon the Subject of Afflictions. 
He alfb writ a Preface to the fecond Edi- 
tion of SmeEiymnui ; to Mr. Clif f ord's 
Book of the Covenant ; to Ignatius 
Jourdain's Ltf(% Mr. Strong's Ser- 
mons of the Certainty and Eternity of 
Hell Torments ; and to the fecond Edition 
in Quarto of the Aflembly's ConfeJJian of 
Faiths &c. 

J. 12. HIS Works were oublifhed by 
fevgrai principal Minifters or that time; 
jand it will entertain the Reader to fee the 
high Apprehenfions they had of him, and 
the beautiful Variety in which they repre- 
fent them. They have indeed drawn their 
own Charadter, as well as his, in the diffe* 
rent turn of their Mind, and manner of Ex- 
preflion. The firft which came out was 
Twenty Sermons in Quarto, in the Year^ 
1678* Dr. Bates gives this fine and beau- 
tiful Account of them : ** The main Defigij 
♦* of them is to reprefent the inleparable 
** Connexion between Chriftian Duties and 
•* Privileges, wherein the Eflence of our 
♦• Religion confifts. The Gofpel is not a 
♦* naked unconcjitionate Offer pf Pardon 
♦^ and pt^rnal Life, in fevouf of Sinners j 
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but upon the moft convenient Terms, 
"' for the Glory of GOD, and the Good 
of Men, enforced by the ftrongeft Obli- 
gations upon theni,\ to receive humbly 
and thankfully thofe Benefits. The Pro- 
** mifes are attended with Commands to 
** repent and believe, and pcrfevere in a 
^* uniform Pra<ftice of Obedience. The Son 
^* of GOD came into the World, not to 
make GOD lels holy, but to make us 
holy : and not to vacate our Duty, and 
free us from the Law, as a Rule of Obe- 
dience ; for that is both impoflible, and 
would be moft infamous and reproach- 
*• ftil to our Saviour. To challenge foch 
?• an exemption in point of Right, is to 
** make our felves GODS : to uliirp it in 
** point of Fadl, is to make our felves Der 
• • vils. But his End was to enable and in- 
duce us to return to G O D, as our right- 
ful LORD, and proper Felicity, froip 
f* whom we rebellioufly and miferably fell, 
^* in feeking for Happinels out of him. 
f* Accordingly the Gofpel is called the 
** Law of Paithy as it commands thofe 
Duties upon Motives of eternal Hopes 
and Fears, and as it will juftify or con- 
** demn Men with refpc^ to their Obe- 
f* dicnce, or Diibbedience ; which is thqi 
^* proper Charader of a Law. Thefe things 
^^ are inanagVI in the following Sermons in 

*f that 
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'^ that convincing perfuafiye manner, as 
** makes them very neceflary for thefe 
** times, when (bme who alpire to extra- 
^ ' ordinary Heights in^ Religion, and efteem 
therafeives Favourites of Heaven, yet 
wofiilly negled; the Duties of the lower 
Hemifohere, as^ighteoufhels. Truth, and 
Honeuy ; and when carnal Chriftians are 
fo numerous, who delpife ferious Godli- 
nefe, as a folemn Hypocriiy, and live in 
open Violation of QHRIST's Pre. 
cepjts, and yet prdump to be favcd by 
him. 



iC 



*' I Shall only add further: They 
^* commend to our ardent Affe<Stions and 
** Endeavours, tmt Holine/s, as diftinguilh- 
ed from the moft refined unregenerate 
Morality. The Do<3:or law the abfolute 
neceffity of this, and fpakc with great 
Jealoufy of thofc, who feemed in their 
Difcourfes, to make it their higheftAim 
to improve and cultivate fome moral Vir- 
*** tues, as Juftice, Temperance, Benignity, 
(Sc. by philofbphical Helps ; reprelenting 
them as becomipg the Qignity of our 
f Nature, agreeable to Reafon, and bene- 
ficial to Soiciety, and but ttanfiently fpeak- 
ing of the Operations of the holy Spirit j 
f^ which are as requifite to free th^ Soul 

y from jbe Chains of §ia, as to rele^fe the 



«c 

I 



4( 
















Dr. Thomas Manton. 55 

Body at laft from the binds of Death : 
who feldom pteach of evangelical Graces, 
'' Faith in the REDEEMER, the Love 
" of GOD for his admirable Wiflom in our 
" /Salvation, Zeal for his Glory, Humility 
in afcribing all we can return in grateful 
Obedience to the mod free and powerful 
Grace of GOD in CHRIST; which 
are the vital Principles of good Works, 
" and derive the nobleli Forms to all Virtues. 
" Indeed Men may be composed and confi- 
** derate in their Words and A<ftions, may 
abftain from grols Enormities, and do ma* 
ny praife-worthy Adions, by the Rules 
** of moral Prudence ; yet without the In- 
" fufion of divine Grace to cleanfe their 
** ftained Nature, to renew them according 
to the Image of G OD ihining in the Goi- 
pel, to ad; them from Motives fiiperior 
"to all that moral Wildom propounds, all 
*• their Virtues, of what Elevatioa foever, 
" tho in an heroick Degree, cannot make 
** them real Saints. As the Plant Animal 
" has a faint Refemblance of the fenfitive 
** Life, but remains in the lower rank of Ve- 
*• getables ; fo thefe have a Shadow and Ap- 
*« pearance of the Life of GOT>, but con- 
** tinue in the corrupt State of Nature. The 
difference is greater between landtifying 
faving Grace, wrought by the fpecial 
Power of the Spirit, with the holy Ope- 
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** rations flowiog from them, and the yit* 
^' tuous Habits and Actions which are the 
cffhdt of moral Counfel and Conflancy f 
than between true Pearls produced by the 
celeilial Beams of the Sun, and counterfeit 
ones formed by the finoaky Heat of the 
Fire." No doubt the proper ChriftioH 
Graces require the Influence of the divine 
Spirit, and are the efled: of nobler Motives 
than mere Pagan Morahty. 

I N 1679, was publiih'd in Odavo, Eigh- 
teen Sermons an the ficand Chapter of the 
ficond Epifik to the TheiTalonians, contain- 
ing the iiefcriftion^ Rifi^ Growth^ and Fall 
0f Antichrift \ with divers Cautians and 
Arguments to eftablijh Chrifiians againfi 
the Apoftdcy of the Church of Rome. This 
was well fitted for common uie, and very 
ieafonable at that time. In the Preface to 
this Volume Mr. Baxtbr fays of huDt 
^' How (bund he was in Judgment againft 
*^ Extremes in the Controverfies of thefe 
" times ; how great a Lamenter of the fcan* 
dalous and dividing Miftakes of ibme felf* 
conceited Men ; how eameftly defiroos of 
healing our prdlent Breaches, and not un* 
^* acquainted with the proper Means and 
^' Terms ; how hard and mccefsful a Stu« 
dent ; how frequent and laborious a 
Preacher ; and how highly and deiervedly 

^ efteem'q^ 
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** cfteem'd, is commonly known here. The 
** finall Diftafte which fomc few had of him, 
** I took for a part of his Honour, who 
would not win Reputation with any by 
flattering them in their Miftakes, or un<* 
wairantable Ways. He ufed not to ferve 
*^ G O D with that which coft him nothing ; 
^V nor was of their mind who cannot ex- 
*' ped: or extol GOD's Grace, without de- 
^ Dying thofe Endeavours of Men to which 
^^ his neceflary Grace exciteth them. He 
^* knew that without CHRIST we can do 
** nothing ; and yet that by Chrift^ s ftrength^ 
^ ning usy we can do all things which GOD 
*^ hath made neceflary to be done by us* 
^^ He was not of then: Mind who think it 
^* derogatory to the Honour of CHRIST, 
" to praife his Works in the Souls and Lives 
^ of any of his Servants ; and that it is to 
*^ the Honour of his Grace, that his juflify 'd 
** Ones are gracelefs, and that their Judge 
** fhould diflionour his own Righteouliiete, 
*^ if he make his Difciples more righteous 
*^ peribnally than the Scribes and Pharifces ; 
" and will fay to them, JVell done^ good and 
^ faithful Servant y thou haft been faithful 
^ over a few things, enter thou into the 
^ Joy of thy LOR'D.^ He knew how to 
^* r^ard the Righteoulhefe and Interceflion 
"' of CHRIST, with Pardon of Sin and 
* divine Acceptance, inftead of legal perfonal 

H " PcjV 
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« PerfeSidii ; Without idetiying either the 
" Neceflity , or affigwd Office, of ^ut Faith 
« and Repefitiance^ and evafigelical Sincerity, 
« in obeying him who redeemed atid jtfti- 
^ fieS us. He knew the i^ierence betweeh 
« Man's being jtiftify'd from the Chai|e of 
^ being [liable to Damnation as Cimftlefe, 
•^ Impefaitent, unbelieving, and ttfigodly;] 
** and bekig [liabk to Damnation for mere 
^ Sin aS Sin, againft the Law of Innoceilfce, 
^ which irequir'd of Us nd k& than perfonal, 
" perfcd, ^d pttpetual Obedience.] He 
^^ greatly lamented the Wrong which Trath 
^^ and the Church underwent, hoia thofe 
^ who neither know ftreh difference, nor 
^ have Humility enough to luloea their Judg- 
^^ ment, nor to forbear reviling thoft who 
*^ have not as confofed and unfound Appre* 
*^ henfions and Expreffions as themfelves/* 

IN the Year i6^a Dr. Bates piAK^'d 
his EKpofit'ton of the LOR^'s Trayery 
inOdavo. In 1585 Mr. Hurst publifli'd 
,ia Oiftavo, Several l^ifionrjes tending to 
promote Settee and Holinefs among Chrif- 
tians ; and dedicated them to Arthur Earl 
of Angkfea^ to whom he was Chaplain. In 
the feme Year was pnbhlh'd, CHRISTs 
T^emptations and Transfiguration, explained 
and improved: and CHRIST'S eternal 
Exijhnce, and the 'Dignity of his Ter^j 

ajferted 



Dn Thoma$ Manton. 59 

^jPsrHd and fr&vfd^ i^ af>f a/it ion to the JW 
€inmns ; in Od;4Vo. Dr. J a comb, who 
jHiblilhy this Vplwine, 6y$of him, " That 
^ he did not fo m^cb concern himfelf in what 
^ is polemical wA controverfial ; but chofe 
^^ ratm in a pkin w?y> as heft fuiting with 
^ Sermon Worfe, to aflert and prove the 
^* Truth by Scripture Teftimony and Argu- 
*^ ment : and that he has done to the full/' 
Jo 1703, was pnhliih'd, ji pruBical Ex- 
J^fition ejf I $ A I A H LIII. This, tho pnb- 
Jifli'd laft, was earlier writ than any of the 
other ; for ib he ipeaks in the Preface to the 
£Kpofition of James: '* I have the rather 
^ cholen this Scripture, that it might be aa 
^^ allay to thofe Comforts, which in another 
" Bxercifc I have endeavoured to draw out 
^ of is A I AH LIII. I would at the fame 
#^ tiflae carry on the Doii^rine of Faith and 
^^ Manners 5 and fhew you yottr Duty to- 
^^ gether with yoor Encouragement ; leu with 
^ Ephraim, you (boyld only love to tread 
^f out the Corn, snd refufe to break the 
♦* Clods. We are all ^$ to divprce Conifort 
f* from Duty ; and content ourfelves with a 
*' barren, uaftaitfol knowledge of Chrift ; as 
^* if all he required of the World, were only 
^ a few naked, cold, vnadive apptehenfions 
f^ of his Merit ; and all things were fo done 
^ for us, that nothing remained to be done 
tj by us. This is the wretched Conceit of 
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** many in the prefcnt Age ; and therefore 
*' they abufe the fweetnds of Grace to 
*• Loofenels, and the power of it to Lazi- 
" nefs. Chrift's Merits, and the Spirit's Ef- 
*• ficacy, are the common Places, from 
** whence they draw all the defence and ex- 

cuie of their own Wantonneis and Idle- 

nefs." . 






S. 13. BESIDES thefe lefTer Volumes, 
there are five large Volumes in Folio, The 
firft was. Sermons upon the wgth Vfalm^ 

})ublilhed in the Year i58i. Dr. Bates 
ays, ** They were preached by him in his 
ulual Courle of three times a Week, which 
I do not mention to leflen their Worth ; 
but to ihew how diligent and exad: he 
was in performing his Duty. I cannot but 
admire the fecundity ana variety of hfe 
** Thoughts ; that tho the lame things lb 
often occur in the Veries of this Plalm j 
yet by a judicious obferving the different 
Arguments and Motives, whereby tfie 
Pfalmifl enforces the lame requeft, or fbme 
other Circumftance, every Sermon con- 
tains new Conceptions, and proper to the 
Text/- Mr. A l s o p lays of them, • * The 
Matter of them is Ipiritual, and Ipeaks 
the Author, one intimately acquainted 
•f with the Secrets of Wildom. He writes 
♦• like <me who Icnew the Pfalmift's FJcarit, 
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^* and felt in his own Soul, the fancftifying 
Power of what he wrote. Their Defign 
is pradtical, beginning with the Underftand- 
ing, dealing with the Afiedions, but ftill 
driving on the Dcfign of pradical Holi- 
nefe. The Manner of handling is not in- 
ferior to the Dignity of the Matter ; lo 
plain, as to accommodate the mod fiiblime 
Truths to the meaneft ipiritual Capacity $ 
and yet lb elevated as to approve it ielf 
to the moft refined Underftanding : which 
** knows how to be fucciad without ob- 
fcurity ; and, where the weight of the 
Argument requires it, to enlarge without 
naufeous prolixity. He ftudicd more to 
profit than pleafe ; and yet an boneft heart 
will be then beft pleafed, when moft pror 
fited. He chofe rather to fpejdc aj^pfitely 
than elegantly, and yet the Judicioqs acr 
count Propriety the greateft Elegance. He 
laboured more induftrioufly to conceal his 
Learning, than others to oftentate theirs ; 
a^d yet when he would moft veil it, the 
difceming Reader cannot but difcoverit, 
♦* kad rejoice to find fiich a Mafe and Trea- 
M fiire of ufefiil Learning, couch'd under a 
" well-ftudied and artificial Plainnefs. I 
f * have admired, and muft recommend to the 
f' Obfervation of the Reader, the fruitfil^ 
f* nels of the Author's holy Invention, ac- 
ff compaoied with lpli4 Jv!f%in?nt, in phac 
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^^ whereas the comcidence of the matter in 
** this Pfalm, might have fuperfeded his La- 
^* hours in very many Vcries ; yet without 
*^ Force, or oneriog Violence to the iacred 
** Text, he has either from the Connexion 
of one Verfe with its Predeceflbr, pr 
the Harmony between the Parts of th6 
iame Verie, found out new matter to en^ 
*' tertain his own Meditations, andtheRea- 
•* der's Expedations/' 

THE fecond Volume was pubKih'd in 
1684, and contains Sermons on the whole 
xxvth of Matthew, and xviith of John ; 
and the vith and viiith of the Romans, 
and the vth of the ficond Epftle to the 
Corinthians. Dr. Collings, who feemS 
to have writ the Prefece to this Vohime, 
(ays, ** In all his Writings one finds a quick 
** and fertile Invention, governed with a 
iblid Judgment ; and the iflue of both 
exprefled in a grave and decent Style. 
^' He had an Heart fiiU of Love and Zeai 
•• for GOD and his Glory; and out of the 
^' abundance of his Heart, his Mouth coii^ 
*' tinually ipake. So j&equent and yet fo 
<* learned and iblid preaching by the fame 
*' Peribn, was little lets than miraculous. He 
was a good and learned, a grave and judi- 
cious Peribn ; and his Auditory never failed, 
^* tbo be laboured more than moft Preachers; 

■ -•- ■ ■ < ■ '^ '.'■'"•■■.'*' • . » , 
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^* to liear fiom him a pious, learaed and jvdi- 

*^ ciDus DiTcomfe.' Ht is one of thofe 

^* Audxxrs, upon the credit of whofe Name, 
not only private and lefs intelligent Peo- 
ple, but even Scholars, inajr venture to 
Dily any Book which was his. *' The 
ttiifd Vofamie was piiblifhed ia 1669, and 
contafiis Sermms k^om the ySth Chapter of 
Hk Epiftie tv the Hebrews; with a 
ThMti/e 0/ the Life ^ Frnth^ md smther 
tf Sfifdeniaii and /ome Trefaratory Ser* 
mMs^ far the Lord^sSufper^ and Sermons 
before th^ Parliament. It was dedicated to 
King William ibon after the Revolution, 
by Mr. Hows, in as noble and niafterly a 
Pi^ace^ as is, pisrhaps, any where to be 
Aiet with. The Fourth Volume was pub* 
li#l^ii in 1693, and cdntaifi^ Sermens npof$> 
fboerai Texts of Scripture. 'Tis direaed 
K> the Lord Philip? Wharton, by Mr. 
William Taylor, who was many Yeais 
my Loni^s Chapiain, and tranforibed a great 
part of the Dolor's Notes for the Ptels ; 
and was himfelf a Peribn of great Integrity 
and Wifdom- He tdls my Lord, '' Tho 
*• liis preaching was fb conftant, yet in 
•* all his Sermons may be obferved, a foH- 
•* dityof Judgment, exadnelsof Method, 
*^ foUnefs of Matter, ftrength of Argument, 
** {>erfua^ve Eicgiance, tc^ether with a fo- 
** rious vein of Piety running thro the 

*' whole; 
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whole; as few have come near him, but* 
none have exceeded him/* Mr. Alsop 
lays of this Volume ; •' Acquired Learning^' 
humbly waits upon divine Revelation;* 
great minifterial Gifts were managed by^ 
greater Grace. A warm Zeal guided by • 
folid Judgment; a fervent Love to SaintS; 
and Sinners, kindled by a burning Zeal, 
for the Intereft of a Saviour ; and a plain 
Elegance of Style adapted to the meaneft: 
Capacity, and yet far above the contempt 
of the higheft Pretender.'* The fifth Vo- 
lume was publiih'd in 1701, and contains. 
Sermons on the yth Chapter to the Ephe-> 
fians ; on the Hid of the Philippians; on the 
ift Chapter of the fecond Epiftle to the 
ThefTalonians, and on the Hid Chafter of 
. the fecond Epiftk of John ; with cxI 4$Vr- 
mons on particular Texts. This Volume, 
tho it appeared laft, and after fo many o^ 
thers, is 10 &r ftom ranning Dregs, • that in 
my opinion it contains Tome of his ripeft 
and moft digefted Thoughts, and is prefe- 
rable both for the Subjed and Management, 
to any one of the former. This was Sr 
redledto the excellent Sir Thomas A b* 
NEY, then Lord Mayor of London^ and to 
the Lady Abney, by Mr. Howe; in 
which he exprefles his Senfe of Dr. M a n-^ 
TON, in this remarkable Paragraph ; ** And 
** that an eminent Servant of CHRIST, 

*• who 
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** who ttiifo a trdcK of fb niaify Yeats, hath 
*' been fb great and publick iacTedchef arid 
Example of the aritient Serioufeels, Piety,. 
Rjghtcoufiiels, Sobriety, ftridnels of Man- 
liprs, with mofl: diffiifivc Charity, (for 
•^ which Ldnddt has been reno\Vned for 
** fotaife Ages, beyond riioff Cities in the 
^"^ World) fliouM have his Memory revived 
'^*^ by fiicfr a Teffimony from Perfbns nnc- 
'^ der your Charader, and \*^ho hold ^o 
** -ptiblick a Station as you do in it; cai 
^* nc^^er be thpoght tmbecomitig, as long aS 
^ cfeairly explained and cxemplify'd ReH- 
*^ gion; folid ufcfiiT Lesirriirig, and good 
'\ Senfe, aire in any Gredif in the World. '' 



EfRfi are ifottie Sermons 6^ hfs in 
the fever^ Voftimes of the Morning Exer- 
ifiy?jtf fcrf Dr. Man TON \^as too confide^- 
able to be niifl: in any Defign which was fet 
on fpot for the publick Good. There is orite 
in- ^hat ii Si. Gikh\ on Man's hfipteney 
t&hHp\ hinifeif out of the mifery: he is ih&y 
Mature. Another in that k Cripflegatt^ 
about Str\linefs in holy Duties : A third in 
the Suppifement, cdncernihg the Improve- 
)iient of our ^dptifm : Anda fourth in that 
s^ainft Popery, upon The Suf^ciency of the 
Scripttkf. TKefcf is alfo a Funeral Sermon 
for Mrs. Jane Blackw^el, upon The 
^Bleffed kfiate of them who die in th? 

I LORD, 
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LOBfD, in the Year \6%(k Thefc Ser^ 
mons , with the two before the Houfe of 
Commons \y and one on- the Death of 
Mr. Love, including the Expofition on 
James and Jude, were all he publiihed 
liimfelf t ; and are writ with a corred; Judgr 
ment, and beautiful Simplicity^ His other 
Works were all printed from his Sermon 
Notes prepared for the Pulpit : and wholber 
ver Ihall confider the grcatnefs of the num- 
ber, and variety of the Subjeds ; the n^ 
, rural order in which they are diipofed ; aid 
the skilful Management; the conflaiit fre* 
- quency of his preaching ; and the AfJairs of 
Bufinels in which he was often engaged ; will 
eafily be able to make a Judgment of his 
.great Abilities and vaft Amplication ; and to 
make the requifite Allowances for Pofthu- 
mous Works; elpecially when he tells us. 
That he was bumbled with the conjiant 
. burden of four times a Week preaching * ; 
and to the lafl three times ; and that where 
, the Style feems too curt and abrupt ^ knoWy 



i X One \s Meat for the Eater-, or Hopes of Unity in and by 
divided and diftraded Times, on Zech.xw^ lo. T^ic /Other 
is, England's Spiritual Languifi'ingy with the Cauies and Cure, 
on Rev* 11. 3. 

f Anthony Wood mentions Stne^mmus Redlvivtfs 5 in anftfpr 

, to The humble Rftnmfirance, Lond^ 1^5 ?•• which 1 have never 
fccn 

: * See Preface to the Expoildon on Jamts. 

. - * tbap 
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that I fometimes referved tnyfelf for ^fud- 
den Inculcations and Enlargement. And 
ino as they now appear they have been well 
received, and very ufefhl to younger Minifters 
and Chriftian Families ; yet I believe I might 
fifely venture to fay. That if he had had 
the fame leifiire to compofe and poliih, he 
was capable of equalling any Performances 
of that kind, of the celebrated Writers of 
the Age ; and that hardly any under his DiP 
advantage, and fo conftantly employed, 
would have exceeded his, ^ As no Man of 
the Age had a greater number of his Ser- 
mons publifli'd after his Death, perhaps it 
will not difpleafe the Reader to fee his own 
Judgment of Pofthumous Writings *, ** Let 
^* it not ftumble thee, fays he, that the 
** Piece is Poflhumous, and comes out fb 
f long after the Author's Death ; it were 
to be wifh'd, that they who excel in pub- 
lick Gifts, would, during Life, puolifh 
♦* their own Works, to prevent fpurious Ob- 
** truiiohs upon the World ; and to give 
** them their laft hand and polifhing, as the 
*.* ApoAle ^et^r was careful to write before 
•« hisDeceafe] 2 Pet. 1. 12. But ulually the 
** Church's Trealure is mbft increafcd by Le- 
•• gacies ; as Elijah let fall his Mantle, 
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•' when he was taken up into Heavea, 1q 
•' GOD's eminent Servants, when their Per- 
fons could no longer remain in this World, 
have left behind them Ibme worthy Pieces, 
as Monuments of their Graces, and Zea| 
for the publick Welfare. Whether it be 
out of a modeft Senfp of their own En- 
deavours, as being loth ijpon choice, ^nc} 
of their own accord, to venture abroad 
into the Wprld ; or whether it be that be^. 
ii^ occupied, and taken up with other 
Labours; or whether it be in conformity 
to Chrift, who would not leave his Spirit 
till his Departure ; or xyhetjier it be out 
of hope, that their Wo^ks would find a 
more kindly Reception afte? their Ekath ; 
the living being more liable to Envy and 
Reproach, but when the Author is in H?a^ 
y?n, the Work is more elleemed upon 
Earth : Whether for this or that Caufe, 
uliial it is, that ijot only the Life but the 
Death of God's Servants, have been pro- 
fitable to the Church. By that njeans 
miany ufeful Treatifes have been freed 
from that Privacy and Oblcurity to which, 
by the Modefty of their Authors, they 
had formerly been (;onfiijed." 
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$. 14. H E was a Pcrfbn of general Learg- 
me, and had a fine CoUedion of Books, 
ymch fold for a confiderablc Sum after hi^ 
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Peath ; anjong whi^ W^15 tl^P PqW^ y^^r/z 

Edition of thle Co]anqls, in t^Hriy VpluRip? 

In Folfo, which thf^ Qpokjfelifr pffcf^d him 

for fixty Pounds, pr bis Serippn^ pn the 

I T jpth Pialin. F|e bfgan fp fiap^rib? fhiem 

fair, |:^nt fipding it too grp^t ^ Intei^rpptioq 

in the frequent Ret:ff^rns of bis ft»ted Worfc, . 

hp chpie ^athe? to p^y binqi ip Mpny . Hi* 

grf^r Delight w^s ip hfs Stijiciy^ j^hm he W4$ 

ic^^ce ^ver feen >vithovi^: ^ 3op|^ in his Hand> 

if he w^s nqt eng^ed iq Cofnp^ay, He hfi^ 

diligently re^d the Fftth^rs, and the priqcipal \ 

Scbfqimen ; which was a faibion^ble piece ^ 

pf learning in (ho^ times. 4pd cho he ; 

greatly preferred the Plainnels m^ Simplicity 

of ^:he former, tp the Art and Subtilty of the ^ 

latter ; yet he thought, That we were more 

pjcpperly the JPijth^rs, who ftood on their 

Sbpuldefs, and have the Advaut^e of feeing 

f^rth^, in feveral Relpeds. than they did, 

!Perhaps featce a^y Man of the Age bad more 

diligpnUy ftudy'd the Scripture, or was a, 

greater Matter of it. He had digefted the 

hd\ Criticks and Commentators, and made a 

vaft CoU^iStion of judicious Obferva^tions of 

I^ own ; which appears in the pertinent; 

and ftirpri?ing Ule of the Scripture upon all 

Pccafioijis, and the excellent Glofles which 

tsifc every where to be found in his Writings. 

As he had a great Reverence for the Scripture 

Jii^li; fp he w^^ obferv'd to Ihew a great; 

eal 
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Zeal ^ainfl: ufing Saipture Phrafes lightly, 
in common Converlation, or without a due 
T^ard to the Senie and Meaning of them ; 
as a Profanation of the Scripture and a great 
Diflionour to GGD. Dr. Bates ufed to 
fay, That he had heard the greateft Men of 
thofe Times fbmetimes preach a mean Ser- 
mori, but never heard Djr. Manton do ib 
Djpon any occafion. This will ap|[)ear the left 
ftrprizingi if we confi^ the greistt Carie fcp 
took about them ; lie generally 'writ tiip 
Heads and principal Branches firft, and ofteii 
writ theip over twice afterwards ; ifome 
Copies of which are now" irt JSeing. When 
his Sermon di4 not pleafe Irim, nor the 'mat* 
ter open kindiy , he would lay it afide for \ 
that time, tho it were Saturday-night ;* aiid 
jfit up all night to prepare a Sermon upo^ 
an eafier SubjecSt, and more to his Satisfac- 
tion. If a good Thought came into his 
Mind in the Night, he would light his Candle, 
and put on his Gown, and write Ibmetimes ' 
for an Hour together at a Table by his Bcd- 
fide, tho the Weather was ever ib cold. He 
was well read in all the anticnt and modern. 
Hiftory, which he made his Diverfion, apd 
in which he took a particular Plfafore. This, 
by the Advantage of an excellent Judgment 
and ftrong Memory, made liis Con verlation 
very inftruding and entertaining, and recom- 
mended him particularly to young Gentle- 

meo 
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men who ufcd to vifit him after their Tra- 
'^Is : He would diicourfe with them as if he 
ad been with them upon the {pot, and bring 
diings to their Remeinbrance which they had 
forgot ; and ibmetimes, to their great lurprize» 
ihow a greater Acquaintance with things a« 
broad, attained by reading, than they had 
got by ail the labour and expence of Travel- 
ling. The celebrated Mr. E d m. W a l l e r, 
who firft refined the Englijh Poetry, and 
brojjght it to the eaie and corrednefs in 
whicn it now appears ; uied to lay of him, 
upon this account, that •* he never dil^ 
" courfed with liich, a Man as Dr. Man- 
" TON, in all his Life. '' By this means he 
became a, great Juci^e of Men and Things ; 
and was often relbrted to by Perfons of the 
greateft Note and F^re in the World. He 
took his Degree of Batchelor of Arts in 
the year 1639, and was cxt^t^di Batchelor 
oi divinity in 1654; and by virtue of his 
Majefty's Letters was created "DoBor of 
divinity y at the fame time with Dr. B axes, 
and feveral of the Roy alifts in 1 660 *. It 
was plcafantly laid upo? this latter occafion. 
that none could fay of him that creatio ft 
ex nihiloy having both Learning and a Degree 
before. . 
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ft B was a MSl bbftrt-er df Faftiiiy "ki- 
ilgion: H-fe ttitftHo**} WaS tffe^: He b^ai* 
Morning and EVettuftg Wittt a fliofrt PiaVef,' 
then f ead a ChapWr ; his Chadr^ti add Ser- 
vants wfci-e obl%ed tb rtofjenifeer IbAe tiari 
of if, which lie made eafy itfid ^HaSaxA td 
thetn by a famifiai' E^i^teii ; thta Rd 
ii©nduded with a letiger Pyayer. Notwith- 
ftadding the Labours of Ae LordVd^, hH 
tiever oniitted, after aa Hbdr*^ tef^it^ td id- 
eat the Hefads ef bbth fiisf Siermbiis td ^liS 
attiily, vdviikly wdBking, ^d then cbi-i 
diJded the Day with Prayei" and fing^g i 
iHatei His great acqUaftiikinCe with the 
Scriptttfes, aAd de£^ feriitiiheft of Mind; 
fernMh'd hini with gi*eat pertinency and vi^ 
riety of Expreffion ixpoti a6 Occafiotosf ; and 
preierved a great folettiMty and fC^ereiicd 
to aH his AcWrefles to <!jOl>. Hitf Prayar 
afler Sermoli ufiiatiy cbnfaiAed' the Heads df 
his Sermon. He' was noted for a lively 
dtid^a^^tionate manner of admintftrit^ the 
iord^s-So^tfr. He confeclrated thfe fife- 
laentsof Breiad aiid Wine a^ ; steF whillt 
they weye delivering, he' ^eas a^ays full 
«f heavenly DifcounS. tic wbidd oftcii 
utter, with great fervour, thofc Words | 
fi^ho is a- GQI^ like imt^- thee, ^ardon'mf 
Iniquity, Trdnjgrejffion-y ond.SiH ? add iiltiS 
trate, in an altering miainer< the Glor^r 



J)r. Thomas Man ton- j^ 

pf ithc divine "Meiicy to the Jail World, in 
:thje Death of C H R J S T ; md pathetically 
f ^f^leiat the 4^mGf of thofe who negled: 
a|id iflight their Daptifinal Covenant, and 
i^w terrible a Witoels it would be againft 
them 9£ the I^^y of Judgnient. 

MO WD AT ^i& his chief Day df rell^ 
jb whtdi he ufed to attend his Vifitots. On 
Jhi? fVednefday Lediure feveral Perfons of^ 
tonfideirable Quality and DUiin(3:ion, who 
went to the eftablifll'd Church on the Lord's-* 
.4ay, would come to hear him. One ob- 
ierving to him, that there were many" 
Coaches at his Doors, On thole Days ; hd 
anfwered finiling; I have Coach Hearers i 
but Foot Tayers i And yet he was faf 
from the love of filthy Lucre; for when 
it was propofed to himi to bring his Hearers 
-to a Subfcription, he would not yield to it^ 
but faid, his Houfe ihbuld be free for all, 
as long as he could pay the Rent of it. 
Some of his Parifcioners, and others who 
attended his Miniftry, ufed to prefent him, 
about Chrijimasy with what they coUeded 
among themfelves; which was feldom a- 
bove twelve or thirteen Pouncfe. He had 
feveral Perlbns of the firft Rank, who be- 
lo^'d to his Congregation ; as the Coun-^ 
tefles of Bedford, Manchester^ 
Pla^E) the Ladies Baker^ Trevor, 

K the 



74 Memoirs of the Life of 

the prefent Lord Trevor's Mother; the 
Lord and Lady Wharton, and moft of 
their Children, ^c. By this means he had 
always a confiderable CoUe^ilion for the 
Poor at the Sacrament ; which was a great 
Pleafure to him. He ufed to fay fometimes 
pleafantly, that he had Money in the Poors 
Bag, when he had little in his own. This 
he fometimes diftributed among poor Mini- 
fters, who were many of them, at that time, 
in ftrait Circumftances ; as well as the poor 
of the Congregation. Tho he was a Man of 
;reat Gravity, and of a regular unafieded 
^iety : yet he was extrepely chearful and 
plealant among his Friends, and upon every 
proper occafion. His Religion fat eafy and 
weJJ became him; and appeared amiable 
and lovely to others. He greatly difliked 
the forbidding Rigours of fbme good People, 
and the rapturous Pretenfions of others;' 
and uled to lay, he had found it by long Ob- 
fervation, that they who would ht over- 
godly at one time, would be mider-^godly at 
another. 

I Shall conclude with this fummary 
Account of his Perfbn and Charader : He 
was of a middle Stature, and of a fair and 
freih Complexion, with a great mixture of. 
Majefty, and Sweetnels in his Countenance. 
In his youngc?: Years b? w^s very (lender; 
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but grew corpulent in his advanced Age ; 
not by idienefs or excefs f , for he was re- 
markably temperate and unweariedly dili- 
gent ; he haa naturally a little Appetite, 
and generally declined all manner of Feafts ; 
but by a fedentary Life, and the long Con- 
finement of the five Mile A(3:, which he 
ufed tQ complain, firft broke his Conftitu- 
tion. In ihort, perhaps few Men of the 
Age in which he lived, had more ^Virtues, 
and fewer Failings; or were more remark- 
able for general Knowledge, fearlels Inte- 
grity, great Candour and Wildoin, found 
Judgment, and natural Eloquence, copious 
Invention, and incredible Induftry, Zeal for 
the Glory of GOD, and good Will to 
Men ; for Acceptance and Uiefulnels in the 
World, and a clear and un^otted Reputa- 
tion, thro a Courfe of many Years, among 
all Parties of Men. 



f Anthony Wood^ Athens Oxtn* p. ^oo, fays. When he 
took his Degree at Oxford^ He looked like a Perfon rather fat" 
ted for the Slaughter, than an Apoftle ; being a round plump 
jolly Man ^ but the Royalifts refembled ApoftUs by their maco't 
rated Bodies and Countenances, Which, befides the injurious 
falfhood of the Iniinuation, is a coarfe and butcherly Compa* 
rifon. I doubt k would not be fafe to make that the ftanding 
ifieafure of apoftolical Men* 
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